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Julian Atkins 
Chief Executive 
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 
(by email) 
 
 
 
Dear Julian, 
 
Water Quality in Riverine Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 
 
You will be aware that over the summer of 2020 there were unusually large algal blooms 
on the River Wye. This prompted concerns from local stakeholders and enquiries from the 
media who associated the algal blooms with phosphate loading from the growth in 
intensive poultry units (IPUs) in the River Wye catchment. In response, NRW committed to 
a review of phosphate data on the River Wye. Carrying out this review involved an 
assessment of phosphate levels against the published targets for the Wye SAC. 
 
The phosphate targets were significantly tightened in 2016 by the Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee (JNCC) following reviews between 2005 and 2016. Our review 
since the summer against these targets has shown that only 33% of the water bodies that 
make up the Wye catchment passed the tighter 2016 targets.  
 
By publishing data about these failures, we are aware of the significant consequences for 
your Authority, particularly in respect of your role as the Local Planning Authority (LPA). 
Considering the European Court of Justice (ECJ) “Dutch case” it is likely that any Habitats 
Regulations Assessment for new developments will only be able to conclude no significant 
adverse impact if a development can demonstrate phosphate neutrality or betterment in its 
design and/or its contribution to the water body. This will impact on our statutory advice to 
you. 
 
The full evidence report is now complete. It has been agreed that we will release the 
details for the River Wye first, due to commitments made to stakeholders in the locality, 
with release of the full report detailing the other eight SACs in mid-January 2021. The 
Extract of the Compliance Report with the data for the river Wye is being issued with this 
letter. We are mindful of the implications of releasing this data, so are publishing a position 
statements in respect of our planning advice and permitting responsibilities at the same 
time.  
 
Alongside the planning position statement, we are providing some limited interim guidance 
to support your consideration of development proposals. We recognise that guidance to 
support the planning process will need further development and are keen to work with you 
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and other stakeholders to develop this in the new year Please find the interim advice 
attached. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to emphasise that failure to meet the SAC phosphate 
targets is largely due to the 2016 (JNCC) targets being 50-80% tighter than the previous 
targets for the SACs. The reason for this tightening of targets by JNCC in 2016 was to 
drive improvement in environmental quality to support SAC features. 
 
Should you require anything further at this point, please let me know.  Alternatively, we 
shall update you again in the New Year. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 

Gavin Bown 
Pennaeth Gweithrediadau Canolbarth Cymru / 
Head of Operations Mid Wales  
  
Cyfoeth Naturiol Cymru / Natural Resources Wales 
Ffôn / Phone: 07773 039966 
 


